A Ugandan Adventure

On Thursday 21 July we jetted off from Manchester to Uganda, with a brief stop in Dubai. We had no idea what we were letting ourselves in for. We thought it would be three weeks of no food, no showers and sweltering hot weather. However, when we arrived the first day quickly changed any expectations we had.

Our first night was spent in Banana Village in Kampala. The food was great, we had running water and a comfortable bed. There were 10 of us in the group, including 2 teachers from our school and a group of teachers from the Manchester area. Some had been to Uganda before, but others, like us, could only imagine what lay ahead.

Before dinner we went for a walk around the local village. That was our first major culture shock. There were families of 10 living in shacks where we would not keep animals. Their drinking water was taken from a filthy stream and carried by the youngest in the family. However, everyone was welcoming and smiling, especially after we had given our gifts of balloons and muffins.

The following day we travelled to Kamuli. When we arrived at Maria’s Care, the orphanage we were staying at, the welcome was amazing. There was singing and dancing and we were immediately made to feel like part of the family.

Over the next few days we travelled to our link school, St Peter’s Secondary School in Namwendwa. It was 17 Kilometres from the orphanage and travelling was usually on the back of scooters. Loads of fun and a great way to see parts of Uganda, though you do get very orange from the dust on the dirt tracks.

In terms of running water and electricity St Peter’s was at least 10 years behind Maria’s Care though our contributions have helped a lot. Whilst we were visiting we were given a tour and asked to give lessons.

In the school the staff and many of the students ate with their hands. Whilst we were at the school the parents donated food, making us a feast to show their gratitude in the only way they could.

We were also given African names and some of the teachers refused to call us by our British names. Throughout the 3 weeks in Uganda we travelled between the school in Namwendwa and Maria’s Care and took part in a number of activities at both, including painting, teaching and playing with the children.

The animal project was one of the most rewarding parts of our work. The first visit in the morning was to deliver 7 goats to a lady bringing up her 4 children alone. Her husband had been murdered which had left her destitute. The second family was given 7 pigs. In this family both parents were blind but fortunately, their 4 children were sighted. Maria’s Care give the family a group of animals to help them become self-sufficient, they also pay for school uniform, animal feed and other basic expenses to keep the family. By the end of the year the family’s situation should have improved and they are able to give back one animal so that another family can be helped. Both families were overjoyed to receive this help and did a special song and dance to express their gratitude.

Saying goodbye to all the children in Maria’s Care was really hard to do. We each had our favourites that we wanted to smuggle home but with all of the crafts in our suitcases there was no room.

The last 3 days were our recuperation period. It gave us the chance to see all of the animals that Africa is famous for. The safari allowed us to se the lions, warthogs, giraffes and elephants in their own environment.

One very special part of the safari experience was a 3-hour trip on the River Nile to Murchison Falls. On the way we saw water buffalo, hippopotamuses and crocodiles.

The main hotel was a vacationer’s paradise, especially after our three weeks of cold showers. There were magnificent views, a fabulous pool and amazing rooms. Shame we could only stay there for 5 minutes before being taken to our own mud hut across the lake. The warthogs were our neighbours and there wasn’t a pool but the views were still amazing.

After the safari we spent our final night in Banana Village before heading home. It was a much longer journey, with a seven-hour stopover in Dubai but we weren’t going to complain. We had a great time in Uganda and we would definitely go back.
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